ULOOPI 


Uloopi wasthe daughter of Kauravya, king of the Nagas. The Nagas 
area historical race and there are many references tothem in the Puranas 
and Mahabharata. According to mythology, Nagadwipa was one of 
the seven divisions of India. There were Хара kingdoms in Mathura, 
Padmavati and Eastern India. Perhaps like the Asuras, Daityas and 
Danavas, the Nagas, too, offered strong resistance tothe spread of Aryan 
culture. The favourite theory is that the Nagas were so named because 
they worshipped serpents (Nagas) and held them in awe. Mythology 
describes them as having the face and torso of human beings but the 
lower extremities of serpents. 


Of the various racial groups that inhabited India at the time of the 
advent of the Aryans, the Nagas seem to have been in a sufficiently 
advanced stage of civilization. There are accounts of many Aryan 
princes marrying Naga princesses. Arjuna met Uloopi when he was in 
exile, Uloopi wielded great influence on Babhruvahana, the king of 
Manipur, who was her step-son. Hence her story assumes importance 
in the Mahabharata, 
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ARJUNA, THE PANPAVA, ONCE BROKE A VOW. FOR THIS OFFENCE, HE НАР TO 
50 ON AN EXILE FOR TWELVE YEARS. ACCOMPANIED BY BRAHMANS НЕ 
SET OUT: FROM. INDRAPRASTHA,THE CAPITAL. 


HIS FIRST HALT WAS AT GANGOTRI,THE SOURCE OF THE RIVER GANGA. 


Esc нне mane 2716 ТЕ THE HOL 
x FROM HERE? 6 | PLACES OF 
СА) THE LAND, 


WHEREVER HE WENT, ARJUNA PERFORMED THE FIRE SACRIFICE. HE LOOKED UPON 
THIS AG HIS SACRED DUTY. SOMETIMES, A FIRE SACRIFICE CONTINUED FOR MANY DAYS. 


ONE DAY, AS USUAL, ARJUNA WENT TO BATHE IN THE 
GANGA BEFORE BEGINNING THE SACRIFICIAL RITES. 


45 HE WAS ABOUT TO STEP OUT 


FORWARD.AM I 
UNDER A SPELL? 


BUT WHEN THEY REACHED THE SPOT, ARJUNA HAD VANISHED FROM SIGHT. 
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ARJUNA WAS PRAGGEP PEEP DOWN INTO THE 
RIVER TILL HE CAME TO A BEAUTIFUL PALACE. 


WHERE ТАЊ, 
AND TO WHOM| 
THIS PALACE 


UNSEEN BY ARJUNA, A LADY 
WAS WATCHING HIM. 


HE SAT BEFORE THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE AND PERFORMED HIS RITES WITH DEVOTION. 


ТАМ ULOOPI, THE 
DAUGHTER OF THE 

| SNAKE-KING, KAURAVYA 
YOU ARE IN THE UNDER 
-WATER CITY OF THE 
SNAKE-PEOPLE. 


WHY HAVE You 
BROUGHT ME HERE? À 


BECAUSE. W 
1 LOVE YOU. f 
PLEASE lb 
MAKE МЕ 


HOW CAN 
THAT BE 
POSSIBLE? 
ТАМ AN 
EXILED. 
PRINCE. 


IT IS THE 
DUTY CF A PRINCE TO 
RELIEVE 
THE DISTRESSED. 
IF YOU DO NOT AGREE 
TO MY PROPOSAL, 
I SHALL SURELY РЕ. 


МҮ FIRE 
SACRIFICE AT 
GANGOTRI 15 
INCOMPLETE. 


I WILL TAKE ^ 
YOU BACK TOMORROW. 
BUT PLEASE BE WITH ME 
TODAY. 


ARJUNA WAS TOUCHED By ULOOPI'S 
PLEADINGS. 


PLL DO WHAT 
YOU WISH, DEAR ONE! 


THROUGHOUT THE HOURS OF His STAY, ULODPI LOOKED AFTER HIS 
А EVERY NEED WITH TENDERNESS AND AFFECTION. 


vou HAVE saver MY | | ULOOPI LED ARJUNA BACK TO THE SPOT 
LIFE. ГАМ GRATEFUL TO. 


FROM WHERE HER MAGICAL POWERS HAD 
YOU, MY BELOVED DRAWN НІМ. 
HUSBAND. І SHALL 
TAKE YOU BACK, 
ASI PROMISED ፻፪፪ | HE WILL зоом 
ë FORGET ME. 


5.7 WHERE 15 SHE? 


«UNABLE TO BEAR THE GRIEF OF 
PARTING, ULOOPI HAD DISAPPEARED. 


THE MOMENT. ARJUNA APPEARED, ONE OF THE. 
“መመመ! BRAHMANS WHO HAD ACCOMPANIED HIM, CAME 
= FORWARD. 


WHERE WERE YOU, 
0 PANDAVA? 
WHAT HAPPENED? 


AFTER TELLING THEM IN BRIEF WHAT BEFELL 
HIM, ARJUNA COMPLETED THE FIRE [መመ 
SACRIFICE. [መ 


YOU MAY 
CONTINUE 


AFTER А LONG JOURNEY, HE REACHED MANIPUR- 
፡መ ም 


| [HE ENTERED THE PALACE GARDENS... 


Т 


г 15 SHE ULOOPI 
å: 
ME 


HE WENT CLOSER STILL. 
NO, SHE 15 NOT ULOOPL ЕЕ 
WHO ARE YOU FAIR MAIDEN? 


GE 


SS 


OF THE KING 
OF MANIPUR. 


THEN CHITRANGADA SUPDENLY TURNED HER 
| FACE, BLUSHING IN CONFUSION. 


WHAT POWER # IT THAT. 
DRAWS ME TOWARDS HER?’ 


ISHALL SEEK AN 
AUPIENGE WITH THE 
KING а 


LATER, AT THE COURT— 


O KINGI ТАМ А NOBLE 
KSHATRIVA SON. | WISH 


WHOSE SON ARE 
YOU, O VALIANT 
ОМЕР 


LAM ARUUNA 
THE SON OF 


ARJUNA! 
ITHE PANDAVAL 
YOU SHALL CERTAINLY 


...58፻ 15 MY ONLY CHILD. 
THE SON BORN TO HER 
MUST BECOME MY 

^ SUCCESSOR AND RULE 
Му KINGDOM AFTER 


IT SHALL 
BE AS YOU 
WISH, KING. 


IT IS THE GREAT 
PANDAVA, ARJUNA 


MONTHS LATER А Ñ PLEASE STAY ON 
ON ዘህ BORN TO 6.9 КШ й FOR SOME MORE 


GOOD.NOW IT 5 


WHEN BABHRUVAHANA 
WAS OVER A VEAR 

OLD, ARJUNA LEFT 
MANIPUR, 


MEANWHILE, ULOOPI HAD BEEN VERY መ 
INCE SHE PARTED FROM ARJUNA. 


ARJUNA DOES NOT 
LOVE МЕ. THEREFORE I 
DON'T WANT TO GOTO 
HIM. BUT I CAN SPEND MY | 
TIME WITH GHITRANGADA 
AND BABHRUVAHANA, 
WHOM HE LOVES, 


ULOOPI DECIDED ТО VISIT CHITRANGADA. 


ULOOPI HAD CHANGED НЕК FORM BY HER MAGICAL POMERS. 


I SUPPOSE, THIS 
15 OUR SON. 


МЕ SHALL AWAIT 


THE UNEQUALED 
Ў kine oF EI 


YOUR VISITS WITH 
PLEASURE, DEAR 
SISTER. 


I HAVE TO LEAVE 
NOW, BUT I SHALL 
OFTEN COME TO 
VISIT НІМ. 


AS BABHRUVAHANA GREW UP, ULOOPI,TRUE TO HER WORD, OFTEN VISITED. 
SHE WIELPEP A GREAT INFLUENCE OVER HIM. 


IF YOU DO NOT 
PRACTISE YOUR 
ARGHERY, YOU WILL 
NEVER BECOME A 
GREAT HERO LIKE 


ULOOPI TOLD HIM STORIES ABOUT 
ARJUNA'S ACHIEVEMENTS. 


ሁ IT REALLY TRUE 
THAT HE HIT AT THE 
EYE OF THAT FISH BY 
LOOKING AT ITS IMAGE, 


AND WHEN BABHRUVAHANA BECAME KING, AFTER HIS GRANDFATHER'S DEATH 
HE BECAME А FIT SUCCESSOR. 


REE 


Å MOTHER! TELL МЕ,НОН ç 
5 MY FATHER? 


YOUR FATHER AND. 
UNCLES HAVE LØST 
THEIR KINGDOM TO 
THEIR COUSINS, THE 
KAURAVAS, IN A GAME 


ONE PAY- 


NOW YOUR FATHER 
15 PREPARING FOR THE 
BATTLE AGAINST THE 
KAURAVAS. IT 15 TIME 

VLEFT. 


MEANWHILE, AT THE BATTLE OF 
KURUKSHETRA, ARJUNA, SHIELDED. 
BY SHIKHANDL,SHOWERED A VOLLEY. 
(OF ARROWS ON BUEESHMA,THE 
COMMANDER OF THE KAURAVAS. 


ALL THE CELESTIALS HAD 
GATHERED IN THE SKY TO WITNESS 


ARJUNA SHOULD 
BE PUNISHED. 


THE VAGUS WENT TOGANGA,THEIR MOTHER. 


NY HUSBAND DOES NOT | 
DESERVE SUCH Å FATE. 
WORSE SINS HAVE 


KAURAVYA PROPITIATEP THE 
VASUS. р 


LET THE CURSEON ዓሪ 
ARJUNA BE ПЕТЕР! 


THE CURSE WILL 
BE REDEEMED IF 
ARJUNA 15 KILLED IN 
BATTLE ВУ HIS 50N, 
BABHRUVAHANA. 


KAURAVYA CAME BACK TO HIS 
DAUGHTER AND TOLD HER ABOUT IT. 
[THAT 15 ВАЙ 

WHEN THE TIME 

COMES, WILL HAVE ® 


MEANWHILE, THE PANDAVAS HAD WON THE 
WAR AGAINST THE KAURAVAS.-- 


+ AND YUPHISHTHIRA, THE ELDEST OF THE 
PANDAVAG, WAS CROWNED KING. 


5008 AFTERWARDS, YUDHISI 
1 


(HTHIRA, DECIDED ТО PERFORM THE HORSE SACRIFICE. 


SELECTED 


WHEN THE HORSE FOR THE SACRIFICE WAS 


LET THE 

HORSE WANDER 

ÅT WILL OVER THE 
WHOLE EARTH, 


GLORY, O KING! 


AS THE HORSE WAS LET LOOSE 


JAND IF A KING 
PERMITS THAT 
HORSE TO ROAM 
IN His KINGDOM, 


HE ACKNOWLEDGES |) 


YUDHISHTHIRA AS 
HIS SUPERIOR. 


AN? ARJUNA PREPARED TO FOLLOW 
THAT 15 THE HORSE. IT WILL ROAM | НИ 
ABOUT IN DISTANT LANDS. IF 
ANY KING STOPS TT, HE WILL 


HAVE TO FIGHT WITH ARJUNA 人 
AND НЕ ARMY. бў 
e 


AT LAST, THE HORSE ARRIVED AT THE 
KINGDOM OF MANIPUR. 


А GREAT KINGDOM! MY SON 
15 ITS KING. I HOPE, HE 
PREPARES TO FIGHT WITH. 
ME LIKE À TRUE 
KSHATRIYA. 


ARJUNA FOLLOWED THE 


|| SACRIFICIAL HORSE 45 IT WANDERED. 


AT WILL THROUGH VARIOUS KINGDOMS 
EITHER WINNING OR CONQUERING 
ALLIES FOR THE PANDAVAS. 


y 0 Г. FATHER, АМ PROUD То BE 
BUT BABNEUVAHANA CAME FORWARD FO WEL COME Hi. | FATHER AM PROUD ТОВ 
YOU то MY KINGDONL 


он KING! 

THIS 15 NOT 

PROPER-YOU HAVE 

FAILED IN YOUR 
DUTIES. 


BABHRUVAHANA WAS STUNNED BY 


THESE WORDS. R 


HOW CAN I FIGHT MY 
BELOVEP FATHER? 


1 HAVE COME HERE 
ÅS THE PROTECTOR OF 
VUDHISHTHIRA'S HORSE. 
IF YOU DON?T FIGHT YOU, 
WILL BE CALLED Å 
COWARD. 


UST THEN, ULOOPI ARRIVED ON THE SCENE. BABHRUVAHANA THOUGHT FORA 


WHILE. | 
DO AS I TELL YOU, MY SON. 
DO NOT HESITATE. FIGHT 1 HAVE LOST ዘሃ 
YOUR. FATHER. IT I5 THE FATHER'S RESPECT, 


ONLY RIGHTEOUS AND I САМ WIN IT BACK ONLY 
à DUTIFUL THIN6 FOR Y0U, BY FIGHTING HIM. I WILL 


НЕ PUT ON HIS ARMOUR, MOUNTED HIS CHARIOT, DROVE UP TO THE SACRIFICIAL HORSE... 


зегі 


E THE HORSE 
ОР HASTINAPURA! 


AH! МУ SON! 
MY SONI му 
WORTHY SON! 


АМ ARROW SENT BY BABHRUVAHANA 
PIERCED ARJUNA THROUGH THE SHOULDER. 


WEAK WITH PAIN, ARJUNA RESTEP. 
AWHILE LEANING AGAINST HIS BOW, 


LOOKING ALMOST DEAD. 


THEN AS HI 


STRENGTH GAME BACK TO 


=% 
ЕЗ 


EXCELLENT 10 SON 
OF CHITRANGADAI| 
I AM PLEASED BY 
YOUR SKILL. 


NOW FACE MY ARROWS 
AND FIGHT WITHOUT 
RUNNING AWAY. 


ARJUNA GUT OFF THE STANDARD ON 
BABHRUVAHANA'S CHARIOT AND... 


INFURIATED, BABHRUVÅHANA GOT DOWN 
ROM (HIS CHARIOT AND FOUGHT HIS 
FATHER ON FOOT. 


“2 BLINDEP BY RAGE BABHRUVAHANA SHOT AN ARROW STRAIGHT INTO ARJUNA'S 
HEART. 


ÅT THE SAME MOMENT PARTLY THROUGH EXERTION BUT MORE OUT OF GRIEF 
BABHRUVAHANA FELL, UNCONSGIDI 


AND ALL THE TIME ULDOPI STOOP WATCHING THE SCENE, UNPERTURBED, 
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4 PICTURE OF SERENITY. 


I HAVE SAD NEWS 
FOR YOU. YOUR 
HUSBAND HAS 
BEEN KILLED. 

BY THE KING 
WHO HIMSELF, 
NOW LIES IN. ያኔ 
А SWOON. 


TAKE ME TOTHE 
BATTLEFIELD. 


WHEN SHE CAME TO HER SENSES, 
SHE SAW ULOOPI. 


0 ሀ00፻1 
1 KNOW HON 
DEVOTED YOU 
B ARE TO OUR 


FIND You 
GRIEVING. 


WHEN ULOOPI SHOWED NO SIGN OF 
EMOTION, CHITRANGADA WENT TO 
ARJUNA. 


RISE, DEAR HUSBAND. 
HERE 15 THAT 
HORSE OF YOURS 4 


I HAVE SET IT FREE.Y0U 
MUST FOLLOW IT AND PROTECT} 
PT RISE, DEAR HUSBAND, AND 
É ULFIL YOUR DUTY. 


SHE FOUND THAT ALL HER ATTEMPTS TO. 


REVIVE ARJUNA WERE IN VAIN, $0 SHE 
TURNEP TO ULOOPI | | —— 1 


BRING HIM BACK 
та LIFE, PEAR 
ሀ(0071.| KNOW 


IF YOU DON'T, I 
SHALL GIVE UP NY, 


JUST THEN BABHRUIAHANA REGAINED CONSCIOUSNESS, | ALAS! WHAT A PAINFUL SIGHTIMY 
MOTHER WHO HAS BEEN BROUGHT 
UP IN LUXURY, SITTING ONTHE. 
NAKED EARTH BE- 

SIDE MY DEAD 

FATHER. ANP I 

KILLED HIM! 


THEN HIS GAZE FELL ON ULODPI. ULOOPI HEARD THESE 
ACCUSATIONS IN SILENCE. 


ዐ MOTHER! YOUR HEART 
SEEMS ТО BE VERY HARD. 
IT POES NOT BREAK EVEN 
ON SEEING YOUR HUSBAND 
LYING DEAD BEFORE you! 


= 
WHY SHOULD т? 


BY KILLING ARJUNA BUT FOR ME THERE 
IN BATTLE | HAVE 15 NO REDEMPTION. 


ТОМЕ WHAT YOU I SHALL HAVE TO SINK 
WANTED OF МЕ, INTO HELL.50 
PREAPFULLY HAVE! 
SINNED IN KILLING 
MY OWN FATHER. 


LISTEN MOTHER, 
IF MY FATHER POES 
NOT COME BACK 
TO LIFE, ISHALL 
FOLLOW HIM. 


I SHALL STARVE MYSELF TO DEATH AND BABHRUVAHANA SAT NEXT 
RIGHT HERE ON THE BATTLEFIELD, / | | 70 HIS PARENTS. 
NEXT TO MY FATHER. REJOICE 
MOTHERI YOUR SON TOO WILL 
PIE BEFORE YOUR EVES. 


ULOOFI WATCHED THE THREE OF THEM. 


ЯНЕ CLOSED HER EYES AND THOUGHT OF THE GEM OF THE SNAKE PEOPLE, | 
WHICH COULD REVIVE THE PEAD. 


ÅND LO, THE GEM, THE MOST PRECIOUS POSSESSION OF THE SNAKE PEOPLE, 
CAME SAILING THROUSH THE SKIES... == 


AND DROPPED INTO HER PALMS. 


= 
ULOOP! WENT ТО BABHRUVAHANA 


RISE, O SON YOUR 
FATHER HAS BEEN 
KILLED By YOU FOR 

HIS OWN 600p. 


HE HAP BEEN CURSED 
BY THE VASUS ТО 6) 
TO HELL. 


THE CURSE COULD 


IF YOU KILLED HIM — 
IN THE BATTLEFIELD. 


THE WORDS DID NOT CONSOLE 


BABHRUVAHANA. 


PLACE IT ON YOUR FATHERS 


> | THIS MAGIC GEM OF THE SNAKE 
PEOPLE CAN REVIVE THE PEAP. 
WOUND. HE WILL ARISE, AS 


VALIANT AS BEFORE. 


BABHRUVAHANA WAS DELIGHTED. 


DEAR MOTHER, HON COULP HE WENT UP TO ARJUNA AND PLACED 
I HAVE EVER POUBTEP YOU? THE GEM ON НЕ CHEST WHERE THE 


PLEASE FORGIVE ME.] AM ARROW НАР PIERCED HIM. 
EVER GRATEFUL TO YOU. іа 


ARJUNA WOKE UP RUBBING HIS EYES НЕ SAW BABHRUVAHANA LOOKING 
LIKE ONE WHO HAD BEEN FAST ASLEEP | | AT HIM IN WONDER. 


FOR A LONG TIME. 


MY 508,1 AM PROUD 
OF YOU. YOUR VALOUR 
15 UNMATCHED! 


ONLY THEN DID ARJUNA NOTICE CHITRANGATA AND ULOOPI: HE TURNED TO. 
БАВНКИУАНАНА- 


WHAT ARE YOUR. 
MOTHERS DOING ON 


== = 
'ABHRUVAHANA В 
ET 


MOTHER ULOOPI 
WILL EXPLAIN ALI 


UL00PI TOLD ARJUNA ALL ABOUT THE 
CURSE OF THE VASUS.. 


BELOVEP 

WIFE, LAM. 

INDERTED TO | 

YOU. BOTH FOR 
THIS 

LIFE AND MY 

LIFE HERE- 


22222 
AND ULOOPI?S DREAM OF WINNING 
ARJUNA? LOVE WAS FULFILLED 


